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October 30, 2007

Subject:  Mobilizing Physician Resources During a Disaster

Dear Physician,

During a disaster, coordination and management of medical resources is facilitated by the Municipality of Anchorage Office of Emergency Management (OEM). OEM has been working with the presidents of the medical staff for Alaska Regional Hospital and Providence Alaska Medical Center to define the process for mobilizing physician resources during a disaster. The process is two-fold: one for hospital-based physicians and one for community-based primary care physicians (family practitioners, general internists, pediatricians, etc).

· Hospital-based physicians (including surgeons, orthopedist, anesthesiologists, radiologists, OB/GYN, and internists) should report to the labor pool in a hospital where you have privileges. If you are not needed at that facility, you will be directed elsewhere.  

· Community-based primary care physicians should self-report to pre-identified clinics. The specifics of this process will be sent out to primarily office-based physicians in a follow up letter.  

Please ensure that you are able to respond quickly during a disaster by always carrying with you: 1) a valid copy of your professional license; and 2) contact information of your medical malpractice insurance carrier. This will maximize the likelihood that your volunteer skills will be used appropriately during a disaster. Volunteer healthcare workers are protected and not liable for civil damages per the Alaska Good Samaritan Law (AS 09.65.090).

Depending on the disaster event, certain areas of the Municipality of Anchorage may be closed to public access for safety reasons. The enclosed card will direct local law enforcement to allow you access to the closed areas, if deemed safe.  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this process, please do not hesitate to contact either Ronald Christensen MD or Kathleen Case MD.

Sincerely,

Ronald E. Christensen MD

Kathleen E. Case MD
Heather M. Handyside
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Providence AK Medical Center
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Emergency Management 
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Community, Security, Prosperity


